*Background:* Pneumonia kills 3 milion children annually, but considered as "The Forgotten Killer of Children"(UNICEF/WHO). Our previous study showed the presence of human metapneumovirus and human bocavirus among Filipino children with influenza-like illness. But their clinical importance, in line with other common respiratory viruses, is yet to be elucidated. On the other hand, bacterial may be another important pathogens in those age groups. This study is to elucidate the causative agents of sever pneumonia among children in the Philippines.

*Methods:* From May 2008 to May 2009, 891 patients, who fulfilled diagnosis of severe pneumonia by Integrated Management of Childhood Illness and visited outpatient clinic in Eastern Visayas Regional Medical Center in Tacloban City, Leyte, were enrolled. Two nasopharyngeal swabs were taken from patient; one swab for rapid antigen detection for influenzavirus A and B (BD Flu Examen, BD Japan) and RS virus (BD RSV Examen, BD Japan), and the other swab for PCR targeting common respiratory viruses. Sequencing was performed for confirmation of PCR result as well as genotyping of the viruses. Blood culture was performed for all cases, and drug sensitivity test was done for all isolates.

*Results:* The number of cases peaked in October, the rainy season in the Leyte. 57% were aged under one year-old. 86% recovered, but 8.5% died during hospitalization. The rhinoviruses were the most common virus (HRVA:16%, HRVB:3%, HRVC11%), followed by RS virus (RSV-A:24%, RSV-B:0.6%). Seasonal influenzaviruses, Human metapneumovirus, human coronaviruses, human WU/KI polyomovirus, and human bocavirus were detected. The mean age for HRVB was 8 month-old and that of RSV-A was 10 month-old. S. pneumoniae, H. influenzae, S. aureus, and Salomonella were cultured from blood. Viral pathogens detected from fatal cases were proportional to that among over all study population. One fatal case was positive for MRSA and RSVA. None of those pathogens had statistical association with wheeze, respiratory distress, or outcome (survived / died) in logistic regression.

*Conclusion:* Rhinovirues and RSV may be the two major pathogens account for severe pneumonia among children in Leyte. We may need another integrated strategy in order to save children below 6 month, who should have protected by maternal antibody.
